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The Gazette needs help.
We need a new Treasurer.
Have you a few hours to spare?
If you are able to assist, please ring Louise on 01767 650 349 for further details. Thank you

GAMLINGAY FIRST SCHOOL 
by Jonathan Newman, Headteacher

Book Week: Monday 27th February- Friday 2nd March

We had an exciting week of activities around World Book Day which was on Thursday 1st March.

On Friday 2nd March children came dressed up as one of their favourite book characters.

ON Thursday 1st March the fantastic Theatre of Widdershins came to perform “The Elves and the 
Shoemaker” to the whole school.  

As part of the Radio 2 childrens’ short story competition we had a ‘BIG WRITE’ Day on the Monday.
Children across the school wrote their own short stories. Winners were Sienna Izzard in Foundation Stage 
and Connor Jones in Key Stage 1. As the Gazette went to press the Key Stage 2 winner had not been decided! 
Each child won a £15 book token sponsored by Dakram Materials

HOWEVER we didn’t wish to limit the writing fun to the children! We had nearly 20 parents (and staff) 
writing their own stories suitable for children aged 4-9. The winner of this was Annemarie North who won 

a £30 book token. The standard 
of the stories was incredibly 
high and clearly Gamlingay has 
a significant amount of writing 
talent!!

Other activities taking place 
during the week included:
_ Joint book making between 
different classes.
_ ‘Pass the story’. Each class 
started a story and then passed it 
on to the next class. 
_ Year 4 children read stories to 
Foundation Stage.
_ “My favourite book” displays 
around the school for staff and 
children.
_ In assemblies throughout the 
week, different teachers read 
the children extracts from their 
favourite children’s book.
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On a dull, but warm, Tuesday afternoon 
we held our annual school cross-country. 
The children all did brilliantly and lots 
of parents came along to support. Thank 
you all so much! 
 
We named our four Olympic houses 
after British champions Redgrave, 
Thompson, Coe and Holmes. We 
participated as house teams, although 
all the children and parents seemed 
to cheer everybody along. Even 
some of the staff joined in. 
 
Results were as follows: 
 

Key Stage 2 
 
1st Cameron Rayner 
2nd Charlie Williams 
3rd Jensen Stone 
1st girl- Rachel Mingay 
 
Key Stage 1 
 
1st Jack Foster 
2nd Cameron Arthur 
3rd Joe Guermech 
1st girl- Olivia Williams 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
1st Jack Burton 
2nd Maisie Smith 
3rd Mia- Rose Challenger.

Clothing Collection 1st May 2012
The First School Association would like to say a big thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the clothing and textiles collection we had in October. Once again 
we managed to gather a phenomenal amount and raised £239 for Gamlingay First 
School. Some of the events and items we have helped the school with in the past few 
months include a Saxon Day where the children enjoyed being Saxons for the day, 
trips and helping Father Christmas to visit the school with a gift for all. So as you 
can see your help is greatly appreciated.

We are planning our next clothing collection for Tuesday 1st May and would be very 
pleased if you are able to donate any items again! If you need to arrange for a bag to 
be collected please call, Coryn on 650422, Rachel on 654921 or Hayley on 652992. 
Items accepted are; adult and childrens clothing, paired shoes and trainers, handbags 
and belts, bed sheets, curtains, towels.

FIRST SCHOOL ANNUAL CROSS COUNTRY



News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close
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News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services April 2012
Sunday 1st Palm Sunday 8am Holy Communion G

10am Palm Sunday Service G
6am Palm Sunday Evening Service E

Holy Week Monday 2nd 7.30pm Taizé Service H
Tuesday 3rd 7.30pm Reflective Service G
Wednesday 4th 7.30pm Reflective Service G

Maundy 
Thursday

6.30pm
8pm

Quiet Supper in church Hall 
followed by Holy Communion 
and Vigil

G

Friday 6th Good Friday 10am Children’s Activity Morning G
12pm Good Friday Communion E
2pm Good Friday Communion G

Saturday 
7th 11.30pm Easter Eve Vigil Service G
Sunday 8th Easter Day 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E

11am
Holy Communion details subject 
to change. Ring Rector for 
confirmation

H

Sunday 15th Easter 2 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 22nd Easter 3 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Sunday 29th Easter  4 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

I have just watched a short documentary which records an event in London in June 1965 when poets 
gathered in the Royal Albert Hall to read their work. It was seen by some as the first significant ‘happening’ 
in the UK, a moment when artists gathered and raised their objections to war (in this case Vietnam) to 
celebrate a renaissance of British poetry and raise the collective consciousness of all who gathered there. 
Michael Horovitz’s edited collection of poems Children of Albion was published 4 years later and 
attempted to stretch out “the parochial slumber of old new lines towards the international and archetypal 
mainstreams of the word.” The poets contained within his collection were influenced by jazz, the American 
Beat poets and the notion of Britain as a place of great spiritual antiquity that needed to be awakened out 
of complacency. Not surprising then that the book’s front cover is a detail from a painting by the engraver-
poet-visionary William Blake. The painting/engraving is entitled ‘Glad Day’ and is inscribed ‘Albion rose 
from where he labourd at the Mill with Slaves Giving himself For the Nations he danc’d the dance of 
Eternal Death.’
This might be a way of understanding the Easter mystery where Jesus, gives himself to the world and 

dances the dance of eternal death. We might want to say that Jesus dances the dances of eternal life, after 
all he was resurrected and conquers death. But what Blake might be indicating is the eternal death that we 
perpetuate by our constant need for war and corruption. There is an eternal death in the way we create and 
recreate new wars and conflicts, and in the way we corrupt the beauty of our world in order to gain power. 
This is perhaps a dance of eternal death. 
It’s a dance I choose to sit out. Like the hesitant guest at an awkward family party I’d rather wait until they 

play a song I can truly dance to. In the meantime I put my hope and my belief in the Lord of the dance, who 
I like to think might have been present in spirit that night in London in June 1965 when something changed.

Happy Easter to all Gazette readers.   Revd Steven Rothwell

COFFEE MORNING

Thursday 19th April 
(in aid of Sinai Orphanage & 
others)

10:00am until 11:30am – Why 
not join us for tea/coffee and 
cake?

Events April 2012

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. 
(with Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on 
the first Sunday of each month.

Family Service Last Sunday of the 
Month 29th April 10:45am.

Weekday Meetings:
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am.
Thursdays 7:45pm. (Venue as 
announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm
every Wednesday for prayer, all are 
welcome.

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, 
stories, getting messy (for children 5 
to 9 years)
Saturday 28th April – 2:00pm to 
4:00pm
 

Alpha The Alpha Course is an 
informal evening set around a meal 
for those who want to find out more 
about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our minister for 
details of the next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 21st April at 8:00am.

Easter Services
Palm Sunday 1st April
10:45am. Morning Service

Maundy Thursday 5th April
7:30pm. Maundy Thursday Communion 

Good Friday 6th April
10:30am. Reflective Service

Easter Sunday 8th April
10:45am. Easter Celebration Service 
  6:00pm. Easter Praise

Dear Friends, 

1st April is known as April Fool’s Day, a day when children play pranks on one 
another and then shout: ‘April Fool!’ – I am sure that most of us have been the object 
of ‘April Fools’ many times over the years.

A while ago an atheist said – ‘You’re a fool if you believe in anything that you can’t 
see!’ – there are some things that it is empirically difficult to prove in experiments; 
if you dissect a dead body, you can’t find love, compassion or a person’s individual 
character. Such things are difficult to prove empirically, but without these qualities 
life is barren if not impossible.

The Bible gives an opposite response: ‘The fool says in his heart, “There is no God”’ 
(Psalm 14:1) and states that ‘since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities 
– His eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that men are without excuse’ (Romans 1:20). All the proof 
we need of the existence and nature of God, is to be plainly seen in the splendour 
and the intricacy of the natural world; the beauty of love between mother and child 
or the wonder of how our body heals itself when wounded. Best of all, God is not an 
abstract concept, rather a personal being – He can be known. 

On the night before His horrific death, Jesus said that He came to bring eternal life 
to those who turn and put their faith in Him and then He defined it: ‘Now this is 
eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You 
have sent’ (John 17:3). The heart of Christianity is not rules or rituals, rather a living 
relationship with the only true God who can be known personally. This month we 
celebrate Easter when Jesus made this possible through His death and resurrection, 
demonstrating the love God has for us. 

Because of this, I am more than content to be a fool for Christ – whose fool are 
you?

Happy Easter!

James.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued from page 6continued from page 2

continued on page 7 continued on page 8

Childrens’ reviews of ‘Theatre of 
Widdershins’

Theatre of Widdershins by Max
 Today at Gamlingay First 
school there was a fantastic 
performance of the ‘ Elves and 
the Shoemaker ‘ made by and 
with puppets voices by Andy. One 
of the funniest parts was the 
fashion show at the end where all 
the elves were wearing elf size 
clothes.
The performance was rated 5 
star!!
The characters in the ‘elves and 
the shoe maker’ are: Grandad, 
the mouse/Cornelius , Glemsip 
and Snufalpacket . Most people’s 
favourite character is Cornelius 
the mouse because of his 
obsession over cheese . The other 
character in the story is played 
by Andy. Andy is playing the part 
of Elvis and NO! not the Elvis with 
the guitar. 
Some of people’s highlights were 
the fashion show, the shoes 
flipping up on the tables and the 
bunion shoes advert. Many many 
people love this show for its 
amazing characters and funny 
voices and of course its funny 
jokes. 
So I hope you liked this show 
much more than you did before . 

Theatre of Widdershins by Lucy 
 
Gamlingay First school was shown 
this amazing performance of the 
‘Elves and the Shoemaker’. Lots 
of peoples favourite character 
was Cornelius the mouse. Many 
were looking forward to this 
performance because of the 
last performance called a story 
of three and they were not 
disappointed, Andy and Andy 
alone created a very entertaining 
performance of the ‘Elves and 
the Shoe Maker’. Andy creates 
everything from the puppets to 
the setting he even uses the same 
moulds. A child from Tiger class, 
George said “it was good because 
there is only one man doing it”. 
Some of the characters are: Elvis 
Schumacher 1st, Elvis Schumacher 
3rd, Cornelius the mouse, Glemsip, 
Snufflepackage, Bunyan sole-
less and last but not least the 
customer. This show was hilarious 
some of the jokes and puns were 
so bad they were funny.              

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning

Thursday 5th April
Phillipa Smalls
42 Green End

If you need a lift please contact Gerry 
Brunt 
01767 650 693

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Council Tax
At this time of year we all get our 
Council Tax bills which obviously puts 
a bit of a damper on Springtime. The 
good news (such as it is) is that South 
Cambridgeshire District Council is not 
increasing their take on your bill – hav-
ing accepted the Council Tax Freeze 
Grant equivalent to 2.5% increase 
from the Government. The bad news 
is – however – that the County Council 
has refused the grant and upped your 
bill by 2.95%. This is a piece of breath-
taking arrogance and stupidity, and 
already the Government has indicated 
it will severely punish those authorities 
in next year’s financial settlement, and 
this on top of the Government having 
already cut the settlement by about 25% 
over the past two years.

As if this was not bad enough the 
County has agreed to borrow vast sums 
in order to bolster more Vanity Projects 
similar to the Guided Busway. While 
we all applaud £90 million investment 
into our roads we also have to put up 
with £29 million blown on a bypass 
for Ely which has already attracted 
negative attention in the national media 
and from English Heritage and which is 

not in fact necessary – a much cheaper 
and quicker alternative exists – and this 
while Parishes such as Arrington and 
the Eversdens are being compelled to 
pay for their own speed management 
measures. Likewise while the County 
makes another 154 full time equivalent 
posts redundant it has £25million to 
chuck into land purchase at Northstowe 
“so that it has a place at the table” 
which is possibly the stupidest explana-
tion for wasting public money as ever 
existed. Were we seriously considering 
building a new town of 10,000+ houses 
without the County’s involvement? No, 
of course not. Pure vanity.    

The final and perhaps most disgusting 
element of the Budget that I want to 
draw to your attention is the inclusion 
of an extra £100,000 to pay Member’s 
allowances. So on top of the Council 
Tax increase you did not have to pay 
you’ll be paying the people who made 
these plans more!!! At that point I 
chucked the Budget Book in the bin. At 
least it’ll achieve something good by 
being recycled.  

Trees, locally
Very pleased to report that the trees 
have finally been trimmed in Blythe 
Way.  Hopefully the residents will 
benefit from the increased light that can 
now shine into their homes! Likewise 
the County has now trimmed back 
the hedges on Orwell Hill. Discus-
sions continue about the future of the 
Cedar of Lebanon by the Church in Lt 
Gransden, a subject which many people 
are very concerned about. 

Green End Redevelopment Gamlin-
gay
There is a set of display boards in 
the Eco Hub now which relate to the 
proposed development of Green End.  
Please do make time to have a look at 
them, paying particular attention to the 
preferred option.  There are also feed-
back forms that you can complete.  It is 
really important that as many people as 
possible take part in this consultation 
exercise and give particular considera-
tion to the mix of houses, the amount 
of land that is allocated for business 
and what type of business that might 
be.  Also very critical is the commu-
nity benefit that is being offered e.g. 
play space, redevelopment of the Old 
Methodist Chapel and/or cycle paths to 

name but a few. Currently the thinking 
is to provide one job on site for every 
house built on site. There are plans to 
split access to the site between Green 
End (possibly with a mini-roundabout) 
and Cinques Road. 

In terms of affordable housing we will 
be pushing for the 40% that South 
Cambs requires (obviously) but also 
– because it is a departure from normal 
policies application – we should be 
able to ensure that affordable housing 
is allocated to those with local con-
nections only (i.e. Gamlingay). We are 
also anxious that the homes built are as 
sustainable as possible – with proper 
renewable technology and so forth 
– as many of us may suffer from fuel 
poverty as time goes on.  There is basic 
information 
at   http://www.greenendgamlingaypro-
posedredevelopment.co.uk/    Please let 
us know your thoughts!!

Solar PV Installations
It is really fantastic to report that 500 
South Cambs properties are having so-
lar PV installations – already in Gam-
lingay, Lt Gransden, Arrington, Orwell 
and to come in Barrington, Harlton, 
Haslingfield, Hatley, Lt Eversden 
amongst others. Savills started a survey 
last year and the properties chosen are 
those where a full survey had been 
carried out: externally and internally, 
and most importantly choosing those 
roofs that were identified as producing 
the most electricity. If the Government 
continues to provide the feed-in tariff 
at current rates then more can be done. 
The energy is available during the day 
to the tenant and could save them up to 
£150 a year (not to mention reducing 
carbon footprint).  

Gamlingay Eco Hub
The Eco Hub now has its own Twitter 
account - in the spirit of being at the 
cutting edge! Gamlingay Ecohub (@
GamlingayEcohub)
 
Policing 
The police have launched an operation 
following more than 200 burglaries in 
rural Hunts and South Cambs in the 
past four months, tackling burglaries 
in rural villages. Irritatingly there have 
been 115 burglaries in Hunts and 113 
in South Cambs. Detectives believe 
they are part of a linked series with the 
offenders potentially travelling in from 
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outside the county. Expect more patrols 
in rural villages, as well as investiga-
tive and forensic work to target those 
responsible.

Northstowe
A planning application for Northstowe 
has now been submitted to South 
Cambs DC.  It is about as big as a house 
so will take quite some time to process.  
A motion at the last Council Meet-
ing by Cllrs Harangozo and Bridget 
Smith aimed to gain assurance that the 
development will be as environmentally 
sustainable as possible and got wide-
spread cross-party support. . 

Subsidised Bus Services Review
As you know bus subsidies are to be 
chopped by the County Council and 
this will impact locally. A timetable has 
now been drawn up – link below. There 
is a bit of time for us to galvanise sup-
port and encourage further use. All the 
information you need:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
CMSWebsite/Apps/Committees/Agen-
daItem.aspx?agendaItemID=5067

Gamlingay Youth Cafe & Youth Club
Now that Forward Gamlingay has 
moved all its youth work to the Eco 
Hub it has become more popular than 
ever with well over 100 young people 
attending.  This is extremely good news 
but is stretching resources so if anyone 
has any equipment that they would like 
to donate e.g. football table etc, it would 
be much appreciated.  Volunteers are 
always needed and accredited training 
in youth work is on offer.  Please talk 
to the lead youth worker for Forward 
Gamlingay, Lucy Rands, if you can of-
fer any help or support. 

Dog Fouling
Admiration for Fay’s team who have 
been photographing miscreant dogs 
fouling the village streets and putting 
the culprits on posters. Dog fouling on 
pavements and footpaths is a continual 
annoyance to all.  Bridget has asked for 
a Scrutiny Committee task and fin-
ish group to look into what the Dis-
trict Council can do to support Parish 
Councils and communities to tackle 
this problem.  She will be asking for 
comments and evidence in due course 
so any dog-poo related issues – please 
call/e-mail her! 

Robinson Court

We will shortly be meeting with South 
Cambs officers to discuss the future of 
Robinson Court – tenants have been 
advised already of the potential for 
changes (and we have asked that any 
consultation includes residents of Grays 
Rd and Avenall’s Way as well). If you 
have any thoughts about this we would 
be glad to hear from you. 

Casework 
Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!    

Who stole February?
by John Mercer, 

Chair Community Centre
It went by very quickly indeed at 
the Hub where we have been as 
busy as leaf catchers in a hurricane 
dealing with all the opening type things 
you have to do.  Things like? Well, who 
does clean the windows? Where do we 
hang the spare keys? Who gets the milk 
in for the coffee? Which bin?  Did we 
have a bin? And, oh yes? Somebody 
please get some loo paper! 

All this has been going on whilst over 
500 visitors turned up to look around. 
We are delighted to welcome them and 
let them  wander. The doors have been 
open almost all day, most weekdays 
and we have found it necessary to have 
somebody on the desk to receive our 
guests (hence the further call for more 
volunteers!). Having been surprised by 
the numbers we are not so surprised by 
their response to the building. Almost 
without exception the single word we 
hear all day is ‘Wow’. A few said, “Well 
I was against this at first but now I can 
see what its all about ? I love it, and 
the  people who come along and asked 
if it’s okay to just sit and chat there. Of 
course it’s okay to sit and chat.
Who is Using the Place?
The Parish Council moved in the first 
day of opening and with amazing 
efficiency were up and running by tea 
time. In fact I think Leanne and Kirstin 
had tea brewing before anybody else got 
there. The library took a couple of days 
more but that is now established and its 
volunteers have organised the books and 
are willing to help you pick out a good 
read. Gamlingay players have been 
rehearsing. Kick boxing is underway 
and expanding rapidly. Badminton is 
a walk in and play when the hall is not 

occupied. The Footballers are lined up 
for the their new season and a Private 
Nursery School will be opening at 
Easter which will also run before and 
after school clubs for older children. 
We have Slimming World, yoga and 
the Altzheimers society - but the most 
remarkable occupants so far have been 
the young people of the Village
Youth club
Over 100 young people turned up on the 
first night of the youth club and in the 
second week this increased to over 130. 
I’m not sure exactly how many because 
its like trying to count cats, they are 
everywhere. I remember having energy 
like that once. (I’m sure I do? really!) 
Even Potton young folks have expressed 
an interest in coming over to join in so 
an immediate priority for us is to get 
Table-tennis and Pool tables available as 
part of a range of activities they can take 
part in. They themselves have asked 
if we could somehow provide Street 
Dancing classes? And we are looking 
into it. Somebody who is not so young 
asked - “Which street are we thinking 
about?”  We will of course explain it to 
them gently, later.

I know people moan about young 
people and it is all too easy to find the 
odd one or two making all the noise and 
creating a poor impression but the group 
that were at the Hub on Thursday were 
fantastic, energetic and well behaved, 
even keen to help clean up after their 
session. (It’s okay we won’t tell your 
mums!) Some came back in the next 
day to chat with Bridget about general 
facilities and how to improve them. 
It is refreshing to hear how they see 
opportunity, not problems, and their 

access to rapid-fire ideas and energy is 
great to see. A couple of the Trustees 
have volunteered to help with running 
the evenings and they have proved a 
great success with the teenagers much 
to their own surprise. 
Turn Up  for Tea and Coffee?…
Well, we also have the coffee service 
running so you can just drop in for 
a chat with friends and get a cup of 
coffee or tea. The staff and volunteers 
will be pleased to make it for the very 
reasonable price of 50p - money that 
goes into the fund to buy equipment for 
the centre. ...or a party
We have bookings for private parties to 
celebrate birthdays, significant events 
like Christenings or sometimes just 
no good reason was needed. We are 
keenly expecting our first wedding to be 
booked soon.
Come and take part
We still need more help coping with 
the level of interest. Volunteers will 
be most welcome and they will join a 
happy group of fellow helpers who are 
growing into a group of friends.

Contact Andrea Hutchison theAndrea Hutchison the 
Centre Manager on 07980 612077 . 
You can also reach her on andrea@
gamlingayceh.co.uk

We are now working on the 
landscaping. 20 volunteers from World 
Pay in Cambridge will be helping. Some 
companies have schemes allowing staff 
to volunteer for community projects and 
World Pay takes part in this.

Well, down with the pen and back to 
the Hub for a coffee. And was that a 
Daffodil I just saw? 

Welcome the Spring.



St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

If so ……

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked and 
we can, subject to availability at the time of a request, 

offer assistance with such things as :

Shopping             Prescriptions  
        Library books
Company and conversation          Dog Walking  
        Grass cutting
Lifts to the Doctor (Gamlingay Surgery only)                               
                  … and more!

Scheme Co-ordinators :
Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 

650489

We would be happy to hear from you!

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall 
continue to be held on the

 4th Wednesday of each month starting at 1 p.m.

In April, May, June and July the proceeds will be 
donated to…..

CHRISTIAN AID

Come and support this worthy cause and, for 
£5, enjoy home-made soup, bread and puddings 

followed by tea or coffee.Coming Soon...
St Mary the Virgin – Gamlingay

Grand Raffle
£100 cash and other prizes

To be drawn on 3 June 2012 following our
Special Diamond Jubilee Service

 The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
‘BIG THANK YOU LETTER’!

Churches across the country are compiling a big ‘Thank You’ letter to the Queen for her 60 years of 
devoted service to the nation.  On behalf of the Diocese of Ely, the Bishop, The Rt. Revd. Stephen Conway, 
has written a letter which anyone wishing to express their gratitude to the Queen is invited to sign.

A copy of the Bishop’s letter together with a separate headed sheet(s) for signatures will be displayed in 
St. Mary’s Church, Gamlingay from 10 a.m. to 12 noon every morning (including Saturday) of the week 
beginning 23rd April.  They will also be available at Sunday morning services throughout March and April.  
In early May the signed sheet(s) will be sent to Ely where they will be compiled with those from other 
churches and sent to her Majesty in time for the Jubilee celebrations in June.

If you would like your name to be associated with this expression of deep appreciation for the Queen’s 
lifetime of dedicated service do pop in to church one morning that week.  There will be friendly faces to 
welcome you and a cup of tea or coffee if you have time to stop for a chat.

A date for the diary:  There will be a 
special Jubilee Service at St. Mary’s at 
10 a.m. on Sunday 4th June.  Watch out 
for details nearer the time.



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Community Centre
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.

ik.org

Improvements to our garden
In recent months we have been 
concentrating our fundraising 
efforts on raising money to 
make improvements to our rear 
garden in time for the warmer 
weather that hopefully we will 
be having in the Summer Term. 
On our wish list was a new large 
sandpit,  play house and an area 
of raised beds for the children 
to plant flowers and vegetables. 
We use the outside space as 
often as weather permits. This 
term the children have been 
looking for animals and insects, 
counting how many they find, 
drawing and painting them and 
making some lovely displays of 
their work. All the new items 
will really add to the children’s 
learning and development. 
Thank you to everybody who 
has supported our fundraising 

efforts and made this possible.
Open Day
If you are thinking about a Pre-
school place for your child now, 
or in the future, please join 
us for our Open Day on Friday 
11th May 2012 anytime from 
1pm – 3pm at the WI Hall. You 
will be able to have an informal 
look around, have any questions 
answered by a member of staff 
and pick up some information to 
take away. Toys and equipment 
will be available to use and 
refreshments available. 

Places available
We have some places available 
for new children to start with 
us this term, so if you would 
like more information please 
contact Ann on the contact 
details given above.

Sunshine Pre-school
Open Day

Friday 11th May 2012  1pm-3pm  
  WI Hall, Gamlingay 

We will be opening our doors to all 
prospective parents and their families for 
an informal look around our friendly Pre-

school and recently improved enclosed 
rear garden. Staff will be happy to answer 
any questions and provide information for 
you to take away. There will be toys and 
equipment for the children to play with 

and refreshments available.

For more information visit 
www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org or

 tel. 07703 770676

Thank you
Janet and Teresa would like to thank everyone for their generous 
donations to the Alzheimer’s Society received in Keith’s memory. 
£1,000 was raised.

Janet Duffin



GEAG

GEAG usually meets
on the third Wednesday of
the month The meetings
are friendly and enjoyable,
and we usually go to the
Cock for a pint afterwards.

All Welcome.

Meetings are held in
the Eco Hub.

Birds and windows

Lots of birds are killed by crashing into glass windows. Conservatories and
greenhouses with large windows are particularly dangerous. You will not know how
many birds are being killed because they may flutter away fatally wounded and
corpses may be taken away by predators. It’s easy to reduce this by putting bird
deterrent stickers on the windows. The RSPB can supply them or you can make your
own out of cut up back copies of the gazette.

Shale gas bonanza for Gamlingay?

You may have heard of shale gas. It is gas trapped in rock that is only becoming
economic now gas prices have risen so much. It is extracted by a process of
fracturing the rock with high pressure water and chemicals. This is sometimes called
‘fracking’. There are deposits of this stuff under large parts of the UK including parts
of Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire. The government is going through a process of
inviting companies to bid for the right to drill test boreholes in various areas
including one covering much of South Cambridgeshire.

Contact GEAG

For more information,
contact the GEAG co

ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

Of course probably nothing will come of this but I have asked our councillors if they
have heard anything. Perhaps any geologists reading this can advise on whether
there is a realistic prospect of anyone being interested in test drilling in our area? If
so I think it would be a bad thing.

This isn’t an April Fool thingy by the way. Look at:

Power Vacuum again?

Following the impending
abdication of the Carbon
Tsar we are STILL taking
applications to be the next
SPEP representative for the
village – anyone? please?

It is not an onerous task,
mainly representing the
village in the Sustainable
Parish Energy Partnership
and giving useful
information to villagers.
Come the moment, come
the man or woman.
Somebody out there is up
for this.

http://og.decc.gov.uk/assets/og/bo/onshore paper/uk onshore shalegas.pdf

The 2012 GEAG Group Bike Ride – Saturday 23rd Jun

The only fuel a bike requires is your breakfast (which you were going to have
anyway). Bikes are zero emission vehicles. For trips of a few miles the bike is king. If
you cycled to Sandy every day instead of driving, you’d avoid buying around 200
litres of fuel each year– and save about half a tonne of CO2! Cycling will do wonders
for your health. Doctors advise a minimum 30 minutes of moderate exercise three
times a week. Even this amount of exercise will significantly cut your risk of heart
attacks, strokes, and some cancers, while making you fitter, happier, and more alert.
Cycling from Gamlingay to Sandy takes around 25 minutes, so if you did that return
trip every day you’d be getting more than the doctor ordered! Finally, cycling really is
fun. If it’s been a while since you tried it, why not join GEAG members on a leisurely
cycle ride. As part of National Bike Week, we will be riding around 20 miles at a
sedate pace through the countryside. Last years ride was very popular and a lot of
fun. We will meet at 10:00 am on Saturday 23 June at the EcoHub See you there!

Meetings are held in 
the Ecohub at 8pm

letters

Gamlingay - 50 Miles from 
London 

by Andrew Smith

Many of you will have seen the old 
milestone in Mill Street which informs 
passers-by that they are 14 miles from 
St Ives and 2 miles from Potton.  The 
milestone is listed and is described 
by English Heritage as a 19th century 
milestone, part of the Stratton to Bury 
Turnpike formed in 1755.   
I remember my grandfather telling me 

that the back of the stone, now set into 
the garden wall and hidden from view, 
shows the distance to London.  His 
father, my great grandfather, had told 
him there was an inscription on the 
back which he thought stated 50 miles 
from London.  He was born in 1877, ten 
years before the wall was built in 1887. 
During the Second World War many 
milestones were removed or buried to 
make it more difficult for any enemy 
invader to identify their location.   
This provided an opportunity to see 
the inscription on the back and my 
grandfather made a note of what it 
said.  I recently came across this note.   
He observed that the stone had been 
trimmed up resulting in some of the 
lettering being lost.   He thought that 
it might have been turned round and 
trimmed up around the time that the 
garden wall was built.  The lettering 
which remains reads: 

...miles from 
London 
Sr Roger 

Burgoyne Brt 
of up the... 
...on s from 
Mile Stone 
...ldock La.. 
...is place 

1742
So it seems the number of miles from 
London was lost when the stone was 
trimmed up, but old Ordanance Survey 
maps show the stone as 50 miles from 
London.  
There is a similar milestone in Drove 
Road which retains its original lettering 
and provides a clue to what the full 
inscription on the Mill Street milestone 
might have been.  
 It reads:  “50 Miles from London the 
Six Miles Stone from Ye 44 Mile Stone in 
Baldock Lane To this Place was set up 
by Sr Roger Burgoyne Baronet”  

If the date of 1742 is correct, the Mill 
Street milestone pre-dates the formation 
of the Stratton to Bury Turnpike.  
Sadly it is now deteriorating under the 
effects of modern traffic; whether the 
inscription on the back is any better 
preserved, we may never know. 

Open Garden Event 
– July
Dear Residents

We are writing to you to invite your 
group/association to join this year’s 
Open Garden event. 

We are looking for village groups to 
‘adopt’ or open their own  garden which 
you will be able to fundraise in or raise 
awareness for your group.  We have 
been to a similar event in Ashwell (who 
opened 40 points of interest!). The event 
was an amazing success and a great fun 
day out for all the family. Your garden 
needn’t be ‘show’ standard but must 
have some point of interest, ie chickens, 
veg patch, pond or simply amazing 
borders! 

The entrance fee, paid once by visitors 
at any ‘point of interest’ along the way, 
will go to Parkinson’s Uk, however 
any fundraising you wish to do in the 
garden will all go to your group.  For 
example Friends of St Marys Church 
have adopted The Emplins and have 
committed to hosting a cream tea. You 
may decide to have a raffle or tombola. 

To become involved, contact, 
fay.boissieux@tiscali.co.uk

I do hope you will be able to join us in 
what we think will be a brilliant village 
event.

Fay Boissieux
The Crafty Cupcake

Bev Keefe (Fays dad!)
Parkinson’s sufferer

Dear Editor, 

I am aware that there has been, 
and probably still will be, divided 
debate on the new facility in 
Gamlingay. If I may leave that 
debate to one side, I would like to 
say that having seen exactly what 
has been provided for the whole 
village, I believe it to be a fantastic 
facility which will be very well used 
by the community. 
I had to visit on business with the 
parish clerks, and was invited to 
tour the premises by Leanne, who 
kindly gave up her time to show me 
around. I have no doubt that when 
the official opening is carried out in 
the near future the Chronicle will be 
able to report on exactly what has 
been provided, and the fact that 
already significant interest has been 
taken by organisations in hiring 
different parts of the complex.
In a previous life, when living in 
Sandy, I well recollect prolonged 
and vigorous debates, over several 
years, on providing new sports 
facilities for the town, and it is a 
fact of life that no-one gets “owt 
for nowt” in today’s society. Also, 
the same deeply divided opinions 
on costs etc. existed there as well. 
In conclusion, I feel that the new 
facility in Gamlingay will prove to 
be a very real asset to the whole 
village, and due credit must be 
given to those responsible for 
bringing this about. 

Tony Goss



YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS

Do Grandparents 
have a right to see their 

Grandchildren ?

Legal Eagle

For some people, Christmas was an unwelcome reminder that they do not get to spend 
quality time with their grandchildren.

Losing contact with a grandchild causes great heartbreak for a grandparent and unfortunately 
almost 1 million grandparents are now in this position – often through no fault of their own.  

It may be that the parents have divorced or separated and the parent left with the main care 
of the children is not prepared to allow contact between the children and their ex spouse’s 
parents. Sometimes it may be that the grandparent’s own child may be unable to arrange 
contact because they are physically or mentally incapable, or in the worst case scenario have 
died.

Whilst many of us recognise the important role played by grandparents in childcare the 
English law is more equivocal and does not confer an automatic right on a grandparent to 
have contact with their grandchild. The grandparent therefore relies heavily on the goodwill of 
the parent with care of the child to be allowed to see them. Otherwise they can be shut out of 
a child’s life.

In such circumstances their only remedy may lie in going to Court which can be expensive 
both in terms of money, time and heartache. However, there are alternatives – through 
discussing the issues with a specialist mediator or collaboratively trained lawyer. 

The first step ideally is for the grandparent to contact the parent with the main care of the 
child directly – perhaps speaking to them, or writing a brief and polite letter. They could make 
a number of important points:

•	 how much they miss seeing the grandchild, and that the grandchild will miss them
•	 how valuable a grandparent can be as an emotional and practical resource 

– even as a free and trustworthy babysitter
•	 the grandchild is being prevented from having a relationship with the family 

members representing half of their genetic origin. This is particularly important 
where there are language or cultural differences between the two sides of the 
grandchild’s family

•	 grandparents provide an additional source of affection and entertainment for a 
grandchild – particularly when the child is young

Sometimes it may help if a trusted relative, family friend, or perhaps a minister of religion, acts 
as an intermediary. 

It is important for some form of contact to be retained – even if it is only indirect contact 
– such as sending the grandchild brief letters, greetings cards, modest presents and the 
occasional photograph.

We are members of the Grandparents’ Association and lots of practical support and 
information can be found on their website:
 www.grandparents-association.org.uk
If you have difficulties seeing your grandchild, please contact our Maria Pilikos on 01992 
631461 or email her at maria.pilikos@curwens.co.uk

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ’Hot topic’ discussion:  
Health services and how to 
access them. Come and talk 
about your experiences and 
what makes a good service. 
Hear about changes to the way 
health services will be provided and 
meet a wide range of healthcare 
providers. 

 Invited guests include: Joint Commissioner for Health Services;  
Head of Disabled Children’s Services; plus representatives from Early 
Support, Therapy Services, Community Services, School Nursing, mental 
health and more…check the website for the latest information or give us a 
call. 
 
 Free refreshments including lunch 1-2pm 
 £10 voucher towards out-of-pocket expenses for parents and 
carers 
Venue and parking information available on website  

 
 
 

South Cambs:  Monday, 12 March 2012 from 6.30pm - 9pm* 
NEW venue: The Kings Room, Upper Pendrill Court, Papworth Everard, 
Cambridge,  
CB23 3UY 
*Parents only 6.30-7.30pm: Hot topic discussions with guest speakers 
from 7.30pm  
 
 

To book your place phone 0751 741 9761 or  
email: getinvolved@pinpoint-cambs.org.uk** 

 

**Please tell us when booking about any special dietary or access 
requirements, and if you need help with childcare, transport or any 

other support to let you get involved. 
 

We are grateful for the funding we receive to provide these events free of charge 
from: 

Opportunities for 
mums, dads and 
carers of children 
and young people 

with additional 
needs or a disability 
to get together, get 
information and get 

heard… 

Grab a bargain at the spring NCT Nearly New Sale
Saturday 21 April from 2.15pm to 3.30pm

Stratton Upper School, Biggleswade.
 
Run by Biggleswade, Sandy & District NCT, the sale will include the usual fantastic range of 
nearly new goods for babies and children, including clothes from 0-5 years, maternity wear, 
prams, nursery furniture and equipment plus children’s books, toys and games.
 

Entrance £1 per person
NCT members allowed in from 2pm if they show their membership card.

Cash and credit/debit cards are accepted - cheques can no longer be accepted.

For more information about selling or volunteering on the day call 0844 243 6052 or 
email  nearly_new_sale@biggleswade-nct.org.uk

To find out more about your local NCT - run by local parents for local parents –
Visit  www.biggleswade-nct.org.uk or look us up on Facebook.

Cambridgeshire County Council



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 3 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the FIRST Monday of 
APRIL

Liz Carter on the Women’s 
Suffrage Movement. 

All welcome

continued from page 18

continued on page 19

continued on page 19

POLICE have launched 
an operation following more 
than 200 burglaries in rural 
Huntingdonshire and South 
Cambs in the past four months.

Operation Twist will focus 
on tackling burglaries in rural 
villages in the districts.
Since November there have 
been 115 burglaries in Huntingdonshire 
and 113 in South Cambs.  Detectives 
believe they are part of a linked series 
with the offenders travelling in from 
outside the county.
Det Insp Jon McAdam, who is leading 
the operation, said: “Over the past 
four months we have noticed an 
increase in burglaries in rural villages 
in Huntingdonshire and South Cambs 
which we believe is part of a linked 
series. Operation Twist will see 
increased patrols in rural villages, as 
well as investigative and forensic work 
to target those responsible.”
“Releasing these figures is not about 
scaring people, as in reality people 
living in Huntingdonshire and South 
Cambs are less than one per cent likely 
to become a victim of burglary.  In 
fact, there has been an average of one 
burglary a day across Huntingdonshire 
and South Cambs.  While that sounds 
a lot, it is worth bearing in mind the 
population in Huntingdonshire is 
167,300 and there are more than 69,000 
homes across the area.  And in South 
Cambs the population is 143,600 and 
there are more than 59,000 homes 
across the area.
“However, it is important that we raise 
awareness of this series as the public 
play a vital part in helping us to prevent 
further offences as well as catching 
those responsible.”
Although a large number of offences 
have taken place while people have 
been away, detectives believe offenders 
are targeting homes during the day, 
often breaking in through the rear of the 
property.
It is likely because of the sporadic 
nature of the offences that the offenders 
are travelling across Huntingdonshire, 
South Cambs and potentially other parts 
of Cambridgeshire targeting homes.
Det Insp McAdam added: “We are 
working closely with crime teams 
across the county as well as other 
forces to share information about these 
offences.”
“It is important people remain alert to 

activity in their neighbourhood, 
reporting anything out of the 
ordinary or suspicious to police. 
By taking simple preventative 
measure people can further 
reduce the risk of becoming a 
victim.”

To reduce the risk of being a 
victim:

-It is important to make your home look 
lived in. Ask neighbours to keep an eye 
on it when you are not in. 
-Consider installing light timers. 
Burglars will target homes in darkness 
as there is less risk of being spotted.
  If the bins are due to be collected, ask 
your neighbours to move them on and 
off your drive for you. 
- Report unusual activity such as 
people knocking at your door. If you 
believe someone knocking at your 
door could be a burglar then contact 
police immediately. This type of 
information can be used to gain a better 
understanding of how criminals are 
operating in your area. 
- Keep a note of any unusual vehicles 
parking in your area and pass 
information on to the police.  

Deterrents: 
Alarms: Install an alarm - even an 
empty box on the side of your home can 
be enough to put off a burglar.  
Dogs: A `beware of the dog’ sign can be 
enough to put off an intruder, regardless 
of whether a dog is present. 
Lock up your shed: Offenders do not 
like carrying break-in tools as they may 
be searched en-route to a burglary. They 
often raid sheds to get their hands on 
tools.  
Strong communities are also a deterrent 
for burglars: Make friends with 
your neighbours or join your local 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  

Anyone with information should 
contact police on 101 or Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111.

The new 101 number for non-
emergency calls

The number was introduced on 
September 21 and at the end of 
March the old 0345 number will 
fall out of use.
The number change is part of 
a national scheme to make 
101 the single non-emergency 
number in England and Wales.

The system has been designed 
to recognise where the caller is 
dialling from and connect them 
with the local police service.
If a caller does not want to 
speak to their local force they 
will be given the option to be 
connected to a different one.
People should continue to 
call 999 when an immediate 
response is needed because a 
crime is happening, someone 
suspected of a crime is nearby, 
or someone is in danger.

Phone scam warning 
POLICE are warning people to be 
vigilant after reports of a telephone 
scam.
Several people have contacted police 
after receiving calls requesting their 
bank details.
The scammers, who have the name, 
date of birth and address of the 
recipient, claimed they were entitled to 
a refund from their banks before asking 
for their details.
When they refused to give the details, 
the caller threatened to black list their 
account.
A police spokesman said: “I would urge 
people to remain vigilant and never 
disclose personal information such as 
bank account details over the phone.
“If you get a call offering you 
something that sounds too good to be 
true, it generally is.”

PANEL MEETING UPDATE
The Gamlingay/Harston Policing panel 
meeting was held on Thursday 19th Jan 
2012.

The new policing priorities set for your 
neighbourhood for the next three months 
are:

 - Dwelling burglary across the panel area

 - Road Safety - speeding and obstructive 
parking across panel area

The next panel meeting will be held at 
Gamlingay Village College on Thursday 
19th April 2012.

Kind regards

Gamlingay Neighbourhood Policing Team

News from Gamlingay 
& District History 

Society,
 by Peter Wright.

Gamlingay resident Jane Croot 
addressed the February meeting of the 
Society, with a talk on tracing family 
history.

 Jane explained the different sources 
that can be used, and went on to tell us 
some of the amusing and tragic things 
that can be found when investigating 
family history. Jane has been working 
on the history of the Croot family for 
several years, and at the end of the talk 
she kindly donated a copy of  the latest 
version of this, as well as a book on 
Biggleswade inventor Dan Albone for 
the Society archive. Thank you Jane, for 
your generosity, and for an entertaining 
evening.

At the time of writing, our March 
meeting with guest speaker Jim Brown 
has not yet taken place, and when you 
receive this Gazette, our April meeting 
will be just around the corner.

This will be a week earlier than normal, 
and is at 07.30pm on Monday April 2nd 
in room 3 at the Village College,see 
below.
 Entry for members is free, but visitors 
are very welcome at £3.00 on the door.



Advance Notice...
Does Gamlingay have talent?

Come and find out on Saturday 13 October 2012
An evening of family entertainment at the Gamlingay 

Ecohub - not to be missed
This fun competition will be open to all – individuals, 

families or groups of any age.  Application forms will be 
available soon.  If you are a budding musician, actor, 

dancer or comedian, start practising now and join us in 
October to prove that Gamlingay does have talent.

For more information about this and other events at St 
Mary’s visit www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk 

Yoga – Facts and 
fictions

There are many misconceptions about 
what yoga is or is not. For example: 
ladies of a certain age maybe? Perhaps 
twisting themselves into impossible 
contortions whilst chanting? On the 
other extreme maybe it’s one of svelte 
toned athletic types in matching 
designer outfits? 

Thankfully there’s not much truth in 
either of these stereotypes and yoga 
is potentially for everyone, whether 
you are young, old or anywhere in 
between. It also appeals to both sexes, 
and increasingly children and teenagers 
especially during exam times. 

The odd celebrity endorsement is 
welcome, so long as it’s not perceived 
as the latest fad. It is true to say in 
fact, that the practice of yoga has 
stood the test of time and seems to get 
rediscovered on a pretty regular basis. 
That’s not so surprising when you 
consider just how old yoga is; with 
some historians placing evidence of the 
first record of posture work as far back 
as 3000BCE. 

It is a fact that Hatha yoga, the physical 
yoga most commonly practiced in the 
west, has its roots in ancient Hindu 
texts known as the ‘Vedas’, meaning 
knowledge. For example the word 
‘Ayurveda’ means life knowledge, 
i.e. the healing/medical lore of Indian 
origin. The word yoga has its roots in 
the ancient Sanskrit word ’yuj’ which 
means to yoke or join together. Simply 
put, this means the union of the mind 
and the body. One way of interpreting 
this is to consider how overwhelmed we 
often feel in the modern world through 
information overload and demands on 
our time. The practice of yoga seeks to 
create a quiet space whereby our real 
selves can be experienced without the 
chatter of the mind distracting it.  

There are many forms of yoga besides 
Hatha yoga. Others include: Karma 
yoga the yoga of work or action, Jnana 
the yoga of knowledge, Bhakti Yoga 
the yoga of devotion and Raja the yoga 
of meditation. Most schools consider 
Hatha a pre-requisite to Raja yoga. 

As mentioned, Hatha is the form of 
physical yoga most practiced outside 
of India. It has many interpretations 
depending on the teachings of the 
guru involved. Amongst these Iyengar, 
Ashtanga and Viniyoga are the most 
common styles found in the UK. They 
are however all forms of Hatha yoga.

The benefits of Hatha yoga are many 
and are increasingly authenticated 
by both the scientific and medical 
communities. Primarily yoga teaches 
us how to relax. Secondary to that, the 
regime of controlled stretching and 
breath control has an immediate positive 
effect on the body, both in increasing 
flexibility, strength and vitality. Some 
research in the USA has found that yoga 
breathing and meditation techniques 
speed up the recovery time of patients 
having major operations. Yoga has also 
been found to beneficial to sufferers 
of stress, blood pressure, multiple 
sclerosis, ME and cancer, to name a 
few.

A typical class might involve a period 
of warming up, posture work (standing, 
sitting, lying down) then a period of 
relaxation. However getting the right 
teacher is paramount. Ideally this should 
be someone who has undertaken an 
extensive training program that covers 
anatomy, an awareness of the need 
to adjust and modify the practice for 
maximum safety and integrity, and the 
ability to teach in an inspiring and fun 
way. 

The governing body for standards of 
excellence in the UK is the British 
Wheel of Yoga. There are also other 
organisations that are affiliated to this 
standard. 

When approaching a new class therefore 
it is always wise to check the teacher’s 
qualifications, insurance and particular 
style. The best advice however is to 
check out a few different classes to see 
who/what works for you.  

Lez Gray – Lez@pyewack.net
BWY Dip.



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE PRE-
SCHOOL

The Gamlingay 
Show 2012

Make a note of the date for your 
diaries: Saturday 15th September 

2012 from 1pm at Gamlingay Village 
College

This is our 20th Show and the 
committee is working very hard to 
make this Show even better than last 
year. We are delighted that ‘Potty 
Patrick’ will be the new compere 
for the 2012 show. Potty Patrick 
is a popular children’s entertainer, 
magician and musician and will 
keep the show running smoothly 
introducing the main arena events and 
keeping the crowds informed of all the 
other things going on. 
As well as some old favourites such 
as the funfair, inflatables, craft stalls 
and demonstrations, we will have 
lots of exciting new stalls to tempt 
you including a visit by some small 
creatures from Shepreth Wildlife Park. 
There will be a wide variety of food 
and drink to tempt you, including a 
licensed bar. 
We also mustn’t forget the competition 
classes for adults and children, which 
still cost only 30p to enter if pre-
registered, 50p if entered on the day. 
Entry forms and a schedule reminder 

will be in a future issue of the Gazette.
Classic cars and motorbikes will be 
there in abundance and we hope our 
friends ‘the Tractor boys’ will also be 
joining us!
If you would like to book a stall for 
yourselves or your organisation, please 
contact the committee for more details 
on the address below.
This year, we also have new information 
for our raffle. Lovett Residential Sales 
and Lettings, from St Neots, have 
kindly agreed to sponsor it for us and 
we are very grateful to them for their 
generosity.

We still need lots of help on the day 
– it’s a huge task to transform the field 
for this one-day event and we are only a 
very small committee so, don’t be shy, 
phone us on 07519921126 or email us 
on gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk
We really do need you!

The Gamlingay Show Committee

GAMLINGAY W.I. 
Tuesday 21st February 

2012

This meeting included a Bring and 
Buy stall, which was very successful. 
The speaker was unable to attend; 
however, one member ably entertained 
and amused the ladies, with real life 
tales and the treasures in her handbag, 
causing much hilarity. Lots of laughter, 
tea, and not a little chatting ensured a 
hugely enjoyable evening.

Four inches of snow on 5th February set 
the mood for a W.I. trip to Peterborough 
to see Holiday on Ice. The show, 
entitled “Tropicana”, featuring the songs 
of Barry Manilow and choreographed 
by Robin Cousins, MBE, was a sheer 
delight.
Dozens of international skaters in 
beautiful, colourful costumes, enthralled 
the audience with their skills, making it 
all look so easy. With snow still on the 
ground at the end of the show, there was 
a little home-grown talent about too!

Gill Spaul

PAPER, SCISSORS, 
STONE

Paper, plain blank page,
Waiting,
For thoughts, feelings, unexpressed,
To be committed, black on white,
To reality,
For all to see,
But, paper tissues mop the tears,
Comforting all the fears.

Scissors, tools of destruction in the wrong 
hands,
Cutting, separating,
Sharply damaging, destroying,
But, in the right hands,
Safe, trimming,
Removing the old,
Creating the new.

Stone, unyielding, immovable,
Hard, hurting, heavy,
A weapon of harm,
But, built as a wall,
Supportive, steadfast, sheltering.

Paper, scissors, stone,
Used wisely can atone,
Bringing calming peace,
Anxieties’ release.

Gill Spaul
08.06.2008
Gamlingay.



WHAT’S ON IN APRIL WHAT’S ON IN APRIL

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome.  Ring 654 891 for further information

Thursday, 26th April

History Society

Monday, 2nd April Women Suffragettes by Liz Carter

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 20th April King Arthur’s Photoshop round table

Friday, 27th April Competition 8. The Lyndon Baker Tropy (colour print portfolio) 
Judge David Steel

Friday, 4th May Trophy presentation and AGM

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 4th April Alpines and Alpine Troughs, Angela Whiting

Wednesday, 2nd May Shrubs of distinction John Negus

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 17th April AGM

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for 
floor work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches every fourth Wednesday of the month

Wednesday, 25th April 1pm start

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-
clerk@hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website 
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now 
held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, 
July and October..

The Gazette

Monday, 2nd April Copy deadline for May edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.



continued on page 28

Opening hours
Monday 2.00pm – 6.00pm (homework club 3.30 – 6pm) 
Tuesday 9.15am - 3.15pm (Free tea & coffee for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm)
Wednesday 10.30am - 12.30pm (toddlers’ story time 11am)
Thursday  5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday  9.30am - 12.30pm

Did you know that Gamlingay has 
a library? We have thousands of 
books -  children’s books, adult 
books, fiction and non fiction 
– something for everyone, in fact! 
It is free to join, free to borrow 
books, and free to order any book 
from anywhere in Cambridgeshire 
Libraries.

Now we have moved into our 
fantastic new surroundings at 
the Ecohub we have changed 
and extended the library opening 
hours. We are now open for far 
more hours, and because we have 
so much more space, we will be 
running a few groups.  There is 
a home-work club, where CRB-
checked volunteers are available 
to help with school work (no, 
they won’t do it for you!), and a 
toddler story session for younger 
children. On Tuesday afternoons, 
we are offering free hot drinks and 
biscuits to pensioners- if you want 
to come, or know some-one who 
wants to come, who has a problem 
getting here, we may be able to 
arrange transport- just phone.

Public access computers are being 
installed, free to use for all library 
members. Cambridgeshire library 
computers have all the facilities 
you would expect, such as word 
processing and internet access, 
and also some more unusual 
software, such as the complete 
Encyclopaedia Brittanica, and the 

Ancestry family tree finder. Computer courses will also be available, 
so if you want to find out, please come in.

If you’re not already a member, just pop into the library with some ID 
and fill out a joining form. We look forward to seeing you here soon!

GAMLINGAY LIBRARY   
Community Centre / Ecohub, Stocks Lane, 

SG19 3ER
Tel 07855 370356

News from 
The Lodge 
nature 
reserve 
 by Mark Brandon 
 
Forgetting the very cold snap in 
early February, where temperatures 
dropped to around -14 overnight 
on the 11th, it has been a very mild 
and calm winter. There were many 
days during January and February 
when I walked around the reserve 
and had  to remind myself that we 
were still in winter and not spring, 
as the sun shone, birds sang and and 
even the odd bee buzzed around. I 
was lucky to be working over that 
very cold February weekend and 
caught the train from my home to 
Sandy. The walk up from the station 
to The Lodge was spectacular, with 
the whole landscape shrouded in 
ice crystals and hoar frost, the sun 
shining and a bright, hazy blue sky 
as a backdrop.

It’s been a rather quiet season for 
our winter birds. As I write, a very 
large flock of over 2,500 fieldfares, a 
migrating thrush from Scandinavia 
and the north, are feeding on the 
field on Sandy Ridge, but birds such 
as redpolls and siskins, normally 
seen in good numbers at this site, 
are in very short supply. Bramblings 
and waxwings have only been 
seen briefly in very small numbers, 

unlike the bumper year last year 
when we enjoyed seeing them 
regularly and right through until 
April. Birds such as these generally 
migrate southwards when bad 
weather arrives and food is scarce 
on their breeding grounds, so a mild 
winter will allow them to stay in 
these areas and the need to migrate 
hundreds, or even thousands of 
miles is not necessary. Although we 
are disappointed at not seeing them, 
perhaps  it’s not such a bad thing for 
the birds!

Over the coming weeks as we 
walk around the reserve we’ll be 
listening and  searching for the first 
migrants and by April many of our 
summer visitors will be back in their 
territories and calling to attract a 
partner.We will eagerly listen out 
for our key target birds, nightjars, 
woodlarks and Dartford warblers, 
three very special species that we 
are trying to attract back to the 
restored heathland at The Lodge. 
Who knows- maybe this will be the 
year they stay and breed again?

The Lodge reserve is open every day 
of the week, from dawn to dusk, 
and there are plenty of organised 
events: just ring to book. Entry is 
included in the car-parking fee - £4 a 
car for non-members, free if you are 
members or just visiting the shop. 
The shop (01767 680541) is open 
every day and has everything for 
people who love nature. 

Easter hunt trail.
Fri 6, Sat 7, Sun 8, Mon 9 April 10:00am – 4:00pm
Follow the Easter trail and spot all of the pictures hidden in the 
woodland with a crème egg to collect when you finish!
Cost; trail sheet £2.

The first Cuckoo of Spring?
Fri 13 April 10:00am – 12 noon
The Lodge is a great place to see and hear the increasingly scarce 
messenger of spring, the Cuckoo.  We’ll take a walk to see if these 
intriguing birds have found their way back to The Lodge from their 
wintering grounds in Africa.
Cost; Adults £4, RSPB members £3, Children £3, RSPB Wildlife 
Explorers £2.

Birds 4 Beginners
Sat 21 April  10:00am - 12noon
Our ever popular walk, discovering how to identify the birds that 
you see on your walks and in your gardens.



Gamlingay Slimming World 
Gamlingay Slimming World will be moving venue on Monday the 5th of March to 

the Eco Hub in Stocks Lane. 
 
If anyone is interested in becoming a member they are welcome to come along for 
the night and see what we have to offer before they commit to joining.   
Please come along for a warm and friendly welcome!
Monday’s 5.30 & 7.30pm at the Eco Hub
For more details please contact me - Nikki Strother Home:  01767 260135         
Mobile:  07715388183
email:   nik.strother@gmail.com  web:     www.slimmingworld.com

DIAMOND JUBILEE 
STREET PARTY 
Tuesday, June 5th

Noon to 4pm (approx)
To give the organisers an idea of numbers, please would you indicate 

how many people are likely to be in your party (no limit to the number 
- the more the merrier!), and drop a note into one of the Jubilee Street 

Party boxes at the following locations:

Crafty Cupcake The Cock
Co-op  Woodview

Celebrations from The Golden Jubilee Street Party 2002
A FREE family event enjoyed by everyone who came!

Further details and a programme of activities running 
throughout the 2012 weekend to follow in later editions

continued from page 27

Cost; adults £5, RSPB members £4, children 3, RSPB Wildlife 
Explorers £2

Spring Herbalist’s walk
Sun 22 April  2:00pm – 4:00pm
Discover the many medicinal uses of plants.  Medicinal herbalist Julie 
Dore returns with her very popular walk, showing us how leaves, 
roots and berries can be used to treat anything from headaches and 
stress to colds and constipation!
Booking essential
Costs; adults £5, RSPB members £4, children £3, RSPB Wildlife 
Explorers £2

DENNY ABBEY APRIL - JUNE 2012 EVENTS
The Farmland Museum and Denny Abbey

Ely Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9PQ
T:01223 860988 www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk

“A thoroughly amazing place with something for everybody”
 APRIL
Tuesday 3 April and Thursday 5 April, 
12pm to 4pm
Children’s Activity Days: Toy Times
So, what were toys like in the past? Find out by investigating our collection of 
curious playthings. Then try your hand at  making one to take home with you.  And 
don’t forget to visit our temporary  exhibition of Victorian Childhood.
Drop-in session. No need to book. 
Suitable for children aged 4+. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Normal admission + 50p extra per child for materials

Sunday 8 and Monday 9 April, 10.30am to 5pm
Easter Family Fun
Easter trail, bonnet making and grand parade. Circus workshops 
and hands-on crafts.Fun for all the family.  Café and shop open. Play area and picnic 
area. Free car parking.                                Adults £5.50, Concessions £4.50, Child 
£3.50, Under 5s FREE, Family £16

Tuesday 10 and Thursday 12 April, 12pm to 4pm 
Children’s Activity Days: Spring Collage
Let your imagination run riot and make a seasonal picture using all sorts of natural 
materials.
Drop-in session. No need to book. Suitable for children aged 4+. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Normal admission + 50p extra per child for materials
Saturday 14 April, 10am to 5pm
NEW! Craft workshop for adults: Weave a Willow Bird Sculpture

Tutor: Sandra Barker
Come and learn the skills to make a small woven bird for your garden
£47 (£3 needed for materials on the day) Pre-booking essential. pre-bookablepre-bookable 
lunches available T: 01223 860988 T: 01223 860988

Sunday 22 April, 10am to 1pm
Art & Craft workshop for adults: Life Drawing
Tutor: Ann Biggs
Working with a professional life model and tutored by a local wildlife artist 
and experienced tutor. £15 (please bring your own materials). Pre-booking 
essential. pre-bookable lunches available T: 01223 860988pre-bookable lunches available T: 01223 860988 T: 01223 860988

Saturday 28 April, 10am to 1pm
Craft workshop for adults: Make a Bird Feeder or Bird Bath  
Tutor: Helen Humphreys
Using stoneware clay create a strong frost resistant piece to hang from a 
tree. Look at samples to develop ideas and a demonstration by professional 
Waterbeach potter Helen Humphreys.
£26 (Includes materials). Pre-booking essential.  pre-bookable lunchespre-bookable lunches 
available T: 01223 860988 T: 01223 860988

MAY
Saturday 5- Monday 7 May, 11am to 4pm, 
The Second Annual Exhibition of Farmland Museum Artists 
An in-house temporary exhibition over the bank holiday celebrating the artistic 
talents of The Farmland Museum volunteers and staff. The exhibition will 
feature some works for sale and a 
selection of printed cards.
Normal admission applies

Saturday 5 May, 10am to 5pm
Craft Workshop for Adults: Basket-Making 
Tutor: Sandra Barker
Discover the wonderful world of English Willow and take home your very 
own fruit, plant or small planter basket. The day will be led by Sandra Barker, 
a Yeoman of the Worshipful Company of Basket-Makers. 
£47 (£3 needed for willow payable to tutor on the day) 
Prior-booking essential. pre-bookable lunches available T: 01223 860988pre-bookable lunches available T: 01223 860988 T: 01223 860988

Monday 7 May, 10.30am to 5pm
Arts and Crafts Fair  
Meet artists and makers and hunt for art you’ll love
Normal admissions applies

Sunday 13 May, 10am to 1pm
NEW! Craft workshop for Adults: Jewellery Making One: Introduction
Tutor: Julieta Mayer from ‘Ely Beads’
£17 (+ £5 needed to purchase materials on the day) Pre-booking essential. 
pre-bookable lunches available T: 01223 860988  T: 01223 860988

Sunday 20 May, 10am to 1pm
NEW! Craft workshop for Adults: Jewellery Making Two: Using Leather
Tutor: Julieta Mayer from ‘Ely Beads’
£17 (+ £5 needed to purchase materials on the day) Pre-booking essential.  T: 
01223 860988

Sunday 27 May, 10am to 1pm
NEW! Craft workshop for Adults: Jewellery Making Three: Bag Charms 
and Keyrings
Tutor: Julieta Mayer from ‘Ely Beads’
£17 (+ £5 needed to purchase materials on the day) Pre-booking essential.  
pre-bookable lunches available T: 01223 860988 T: 01223 860988 



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

0345 456 
4564

Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 
4564

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at Community 
Centre

gamlingaypc@lineone.net

Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed

ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
Vice Chairman Nick Howard
Library Kate 

Laugharne
07855 
370356

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 278 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 
491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Community Centre 
Manager (Ecohub)

Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline 

Girdwood
651 091

Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks meet at 
community centre

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Maria Spence 0771 
1161 618

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head 650 360
First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830

www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

NEW Library Opening hours at village Community Centre
Monday 2.00pm – 6.00pm (homework club 3.30 – 6pm) 
Tuesday 9.15am - 3.15pm (Free tea & coffee for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm)
Wednesday 10.30am - 12.30pm (toddlers’ story time 11am)
Thursday  5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday  9.30am - 12.30pm



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


